


Michael Beech doesn’t fret
when running his two accounting
firms, thanks to his relaxing
guitar-teaching side business

WORDS ANNIE MAKOFF-CLARK

Michael Beech runs three
businesses in the West Midlands:
his own practice, a new venture
with business partner Ali Jaw,
and Twang-Tutor, his guitar-
teaching company.

“I set up Twang-Tutor
because I wanted to share my
knowledge; I wanted others
to enjoy playing the guitar
as much as I do,” he says.

“I mainly taught myself, but
people progress a lot quicker
with a tutor so that’s been my
motivation - to help those who
might be struggling to learn.

I get paid for it, but I don’t

see it as a job; it’s a hobby.

I love teaching guitar.”

Music has been a constant
in Beech’s life. His father
bought him a keyboard for his
12th birthday and he’s never
looked back. He thinks it was
inevitable that, even with a
busy accountancy career, he
was never going to give up his
musical passion.

He moved on to the guitar
when he was 15 and, like most
rock-loving teenagers at that
age, he started aband with
friends and played a few local
gigs. “We were called Va Mourir,
which translates from French

Michael Beech
bouncing ideas
around with his

business partner,
Ali Jaw

as Go and Die!” he recalls,
sheepishly. “It’s not a very nice
name really, but I guess we
thought of ourselves as a free-
spirited punk rock band.”

Confidence-building

It was an enjoyable experience,
even if Beech looks on the
memories more fondly than he

does the music. More than that,
it set him in good stead to run a
business in the future.

“It’s all transferable skills,” he
says. “My musical background
has actually given me a lot of
confidence. Being on stage
and playing at gigs when I
was younger made it easier
for me in later life to deliver
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presentations to clients
and stakeholders.”

He is also part of the AAT
Birmingham branch, which
puts on CPD events and talks.
“I like to take part in that; it’s
important when you have your
own business. My musical
background has given me a

AFTERWORK = GUITAR HERO

Beech set up his own
Birmingham-based
accountancy practice,
Michael Beech Accountancy,
in 2013, going it alone after
working in accounting and
finance roles for various
engineering, procurement
and environmental firms
for several years. He co-
founded Worcester-based
AM Accounting and Business
Advisors with Ali Jaw two years
later: “I thought it would be
good to go into business with

and the latest legislation. You
have to keep at it. I think guitar
playing is a bit like that — you’ve
just got to keep practising.”
More than anything, playing
guitar is about relaxation
for Beech, particularly after
a stressful day. It’s got him
through some tough times in
his career, he explains. One such
time was during the 2008 global
recession. The accountancy
firm where he worked turned
from a place full of “happy,
buoyant, smiley faces” to

“It’s nice to getback afteralong
day and pickup the guitar. I play
everything from rock and pop

to jazz, blues and some classical”

someone else to share the
burden. It works really well;
we bounce ideas around.”

Two roles in perfect harmony
With two thriving businesses,

it would be easy for Beech’s
guitar-teaching business to fall
by the wayside. But he makes
time for it in the evenings and
at weekends. “It’s escapism for
me, but there’s a social element
too,” he explains. “And I think
the two complement each other
really well. It takes a certain
amount of discipline to learn
amusical instrument. It’s the
same in the world of accounting,
really. Things are changing all
the time, and accountants have

a soul-crushing, downbeat
environment. “That was really
tough,” he admits. “I was a
European accounts receivable
credit controller. Imagine
calling French and German
territories asking for money
right as the 2008 crash hit.”
Now, however, things are
good. His two accountancy
firms are keeping him busy,
and the guitar-teaching
business is a welcome respite
after the accountancy work
is done. “It’s just nice to get
back after along day and pick
up the guitar, especially as
alot of music tends to be
computerised these days,” he
says. “I play everything from

lot of confidence with it.” to keep up with technology rock and pop to jazz, blues
and some classical.”
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